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VII. Eternal Security (Page 191) 
 Because many major soteriological doctrines confirm the eternal security of a 
believer’s salvation, it is logical to cover eternal security after studying more 
basic doctrines. When one understands doctrines such as predestination and 
justification by faith, then eternal security follows. It is helpful to organize     
evidences for eternal security by a method that focuses on the inconsistency of 
denying it. Here are nine statements that point out the inconsistencies in  
denying eternal security. 
A. Evidences for Eternal Security 
1. Viewing the Subject from a Negative Perspective  

a. If a Christian can lose his salvation, then Christ must lose His 
righteousness. 
Justification by faith, when correctly understood, supports the eternal 
security of the believer. When Christ died, our sins were imputed 
(credited) to His account. When a person trusts in Christ, Christ’s 
righteousness is “imputed” (credited) to the believer’s account. God views 
a believer’s position as “in Christ” and covered with Christ’s 
righteousness. On this basis, the believer is declared legally just. It is 
Christ’s righteousness (not human righteousness and merit) that is the 
basis of a believer’s    acceptance and standing with God. Self-
righteousness did not save in the first place, and it is not a basis upon 
which salvation is continued. Christ’s righteousness brings salvation. So 
the real issue in a believer's security is not the endurance of human 
righteousness but the eternal nature of Christ’s righteousness. 
A believer cannot lose his righteousness or righteous legal standing     
before God unless Christ loses His righteousness, and that cannot and 
will not occur. His righteousness is eternal. Our own human self 
righteousness is as filthy rags at best and plays no part whatsoever in 
the gift of salvation (Isa 64:6). Christ’s righteousness, and Christ’s 
righteousness alone, justifies the person who believes (Rom 4:5). Relative 
to justification, God never considered our own righteousness or lack of it, 
rather He looked to Christ’s holy perfect righteousness that has been 
imputed to (credited to) a believer. (See Rom 5:17-19; 1 Cor 1:30; 2 Cor 
5:21, and  also Eph 1:6-7; and Col 2:10.) Maintaining that a believer can 
lose salvation and become unjustified is the same as believing that Christ 
can lose His righteousness because it is His righteousness that must be 
lost in order for one to become “unjustified.” A believer cannot lose His 
justification until Christ loses His righteousness. Even the proposal of 
the     concept is absurd. Christ’s death provides salvation, but His life 
also plays a significant role in the salvation plan. Rom 5:10 teaches that 
just as Christ’s death saves the believer, so does His life. If trusting in 
Christ reconciles us to God at a time when we were enemies, how much 
more secure is the believer’s position now that he has been credited with 
the righteousness of Christ’s holy, perfect, sinless life. Paul confidently      
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asserts, “We shall be saved by His life.” The merits of Christ’s holy,     
perfect, sinless, righteous life belong to those with faith. His righteous life 
will never lose righteousness. Thus, Paul can assert that the future    
outcome for believers is, “We shall be saved,” and believers need not  
worry about the future of their salvation. It is certainly secure. 

For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through 
the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall 
be saved by His life [Rom 5:10]. 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we 
might become the righteousness of God in Him [2 Cor 5:21]. 

b. If a Christian can lose his salvation, then God is not all-powerful, and the 
Bible is wrong on predestination. 
Regardless of whether one views election as conditional (based on God’s 
foreknowledge of those who have a potential to believe) or unconditional, 
all must agree that God’s program of predestination extends far beyond 
the time of conversion to future glory in eternity.  

For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed 
to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among 
many brethren; and whom He predestined, these He also called; 
and whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He 
justified, these He also glorified [Rom 8:29-30]. 

Everyone who has been justified (i.e., all believers) is so certain of 
glorification that glory can be spoken of in the past tense. The believer 
(justified one) is predestined to glory by God’s decree. The goal of 
predestination is a conforming to the image of God’s Son. This occurs at 
the       rapture. All those predestined (i.e., all believers) must obtain that 
point, “When He appears, we shall be like Him...” (1 John 3:2). In 
addition, the phrase “predestined us to adoption as sons” in Eph 1:5 
supports a    predestination to a future glory. 

He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will [Eph 1:5]. 
  

The “us” of Eph 1:5 refers to those “in Him” or “in Christ” as the context 
of Ephesians proves. Verse 13 establishes that Paul’s remarks concern 
all believers. Believers, then, are predestined to adoption, or placement 
as sons. What is Paul’s full definition of adoption or “son-placing”? Rom 
8:23 gives the answer: 

And not only this, but also we ourselves having the first fruits of 
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves waiting eagerly 
for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body [Rom 8:23]. 
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Rom 8:23 teaches that one aspect of this “son-placing” is the total       
redemption of the body from the affects and presence of sin.74 There is a 
future aspect of the adoption of sons where the children of God will     
become mature sons like Christ Jesus and will obtain their inheritance. 
The ideas of obtaining an inheritance and being redeemed from the curse 
of sin are all in the context of Romans 8. This future adoption of Rom 
8:23 equals being mature sons conformed to the image of His Son in 
Rom 8:29. Therefore, Romans 8 teaches that believers are predestined to 
a full adoption as sons when they will obtain an inheritance, become like 
Jesus Christ, and be redeemed physically from the affects of sin. Being 
predestined to adoption as sons means believers are predestined to be 
like the Lord Jesus Christ in glory and sinless perfection. There could not 
be a stronger evidence of eternal security. 
In the context of Ephesians 1, a future aspect to “adoption of sons” must 
also be intended.  Just as in Romans 8, Ephesians 1 deals with 
inheritance (vv. 11 and 14) and seems to refer to the redemption of the 
believer’s body (v. 14). Ephesians 1 clearly has a future orientation, and 
there is no reason for missing a parallel with Romans 8. The author is 
the same and in both places the subject is “adoption as sons” and 
predestination. Take careful note that in both Romans 8 and Ephesians 
1 a      believer is predestined to obtain a full mature sonship. 
Those who deny the eternal security of the believer must disagree that a 
believer is predestined to glory. They must deny that believers are      
predestined to obtain a full “adoption as sons.” Since God has made the 
decree that those justified are as good as glorified and has decreed those 
“in Christ” will obtain adoption as sons (i.e., inheritance, redemption of 
the body, full sonship after the image of Christ), those who deny security 
unknowingly deny that God can or will abide by His own promises. If a 
believer does not obtain glory or full “sonship,” then either God 
contradicted Himself, or He is not able to keep His self-imposed 
obligation.    Either God was mistaken in these teachings about 
predestination to   glory, or He does not have the power or ability to 
guarantee a full adoption as sons. If a Christian can lose salvation, then 
God is not all-powerful and the Bible is in error on the topic of 
predestination. 

c. If a Christian loses his salvation by misdeeds or a lack of works, then 
salvation would be based upon works. 
Few truths are clearer than the idea that salvation is not granted on the 

                                                           
74 “Son-placing” is a literal (admittedly awkward) translation of the Greek word but does have the advantage of showing that the 
word goes far beyond the initial entrance into the family unlike the English term “adoption”. Paul’s full definition includes a time 
of mature sonship when one already in the family becomes a full son in the sense of outgrowing status as a minor child and 
gaining full rights as an adult son. The author knows of no ancient ceremonies of placement as adult sons, but the concept is 
similar to a bar mitzvah when one already a son becomes acknowledged as a mature son. Believers are predestined not just to 
entrance into God’s family but to become sinless and perfect (mature sons) like the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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basis of works. The denial that salvation is secure ultimately leads back 
to a works-salvation. Many who espouse the “insecurity” of the believer 
claim this is an untrue distortion and misrepresentation of their 
viewpoint. They would deny salvation by works. They would insist that 
salvation is initially granted as a free gift through faith, but that 
subsequent to salvation a person must maintain a certain level of 
righteousness to maintain salvation. However, this is still a works 
system. 
If God bestows initial salvation without effort but then requires us to  
perform in order to maintain salvation, then salvation is not a gift at all 
but is something we must work to have. There is not much difference  
between such a system and a car dealer who gives a car without cost but 
expects the recipient to work faithfully or make payments in order to 
maintain possession of that car. Such a relationship is not that of a free 
gift; it is a contract of works. If a Christian must work at righteousness 
to maintain possession of salvation, then the possession of salvation    
ultimately rests on works even if one claims it is initially given freely. 
Salvation is a gift. It is freely given by grace through faith in the Lord   
Jesus Christ. Works play no role in either obtaining or maintaining the 
possession of salvation. 

But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness [Rom 
4:5]. 
For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, that no 
one should boast [Eph 2:8-9]. 
He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy; by the washing of     
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit [Titus 3:5]. 

d. If a Christian loses his salvation and goes to hell because of sin, then 
Christ’s atonement must not have perfectly dealt with all sins. 
Again many who deny Eternal Security would be unaware that their    
position implies some defect in the cross. However, if a soul can lose his 
salvation due to sin and spend eternity in hell, then it must also be the 
case that there are some sins for which the price was not paid. There 
would be sin for which the ex-child of God would be suffering in hell. If a 
Christian can lose salvation and suffer punishment because of sins, then 
somehow Christ’s work on the cross must not have completely solved the 
sin problem as it pertains to those “life-losing” sins. He must have died 
for some of that believer’s sins but not for all of them. There must be 
some sins that a believer might potentially commit for which he could be 
liable and be required to suffer. 
The idea that the cross did not completely solve the sin problem and that 
potentially a believer himself might have to pay for some sins is an insult 
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to Christ’s work on the cross. It means that there are some potential sins 
for which redemption has not been paid, but the Scripture speaks of   
redemption for the believer as involving a complete release from the slave 
market of sin that has already occurred. (See Gal 3:13 - past tense; Titus 
2:14 - redeemed from all wickedness; Heb 9:12 - eternal redemption; Eph 
1:7 - redemption already a possession; 1 Pet 1:18, 19 - redemption past 
tense.) The possibility of sins existing for which a Christian must spend 
eternity under God’s wrath means that the cross did not fully propitiate 
God’s wrath over sin, but the Scriptures teach otherwise. (See Rom 3:25; 
1 John 2:1-2, 4:10.) Either there has been redemption or there has not 
been redemption. Either there has been a propitiation of God’s wrath or 
there has not been a propitiation of God’s wrath. Either Christ’s death 
finished the sin problem, or it did not (John 19:30). Either Christ’s 
sacrifice was complete and final or it was partial and tentative. Either it 
was completely sufficient or it was only partially sufficient. (See Heb 
9:12, 26, 28a; 10:10, 12, 14.) The view that Christ’s atonement 
completely dealt with the sin problem of the human race entails a belief 
that there are no more sins for which a believer might have to suffer. The 
view that there are potential sins for which a believer might be liable to 
punishment    entails the idea that the cross’s remedy for sin was partial, 
not total. 

[W]ho gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every 
lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own 
possession, zealous for good deeds [Titus 2:14]. 
And when you were dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, 
having forgiven us all our transgressions [Col 2:13]. 

e. If a Christian can lose salvation, then God the Son can fail as an 
intercessor or advocate.  
In John 17:11 Christ prays, “Holy Father, keep them in Thy Name...” In 
the context, Christ is referring to a keeping, guarding, preserving from 
perdition (see v. 12), and He is including within the scope of His prayer 
not just the apostles but all believers (see v. 20). Therefore, Christ has 
prayed that believers in Him be preserved from destruction. If a believer 
can ultimately perish, then Christ in John 17 made a request that was 
out of God’s will and Christ failed as an intercessor. He made a petition 
to God the Father and was turned away. 
The Lord Jesus Christ still intercedes on behalf of believers (Rom 8:34; 
Heb 7:24-25). He apparently is still asking for a safeguarding of believers. 
Heb 7:25 teaches that a Savior who always lives is able to intercede at all 
times. This constant intercession results in an eternal salvation. God the 
Father honors Christ’s never-ending petition on behalf of believers. John 
11:42 teaches that the Father always hears the Son. Christ’s life which 
never ends results in an intercession which never ends which in turn  
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results in a salvation that never ends. Can we imagine Christ interceding 
for 2,000 years with a request that is periodically denied because it is not 
in God will? Of course not. It is within God’s will that believers be kept, 
and He always honors the Son’s request to do so. 
 

[B]ut He, on the other hand, because He abides forever, holds His 
priesthood permanently. Hence, also, He is able to save forever 
those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to 
make intercession for them [Heb 7:24-25]. 

Christ’s work as our Intercessor is related to His work as our Advocate. 
Satan is the accuser of the brethren (Rev 12:10), but at each accusation 
of sin Christ our Lord is our defense attorney contending on our behalf   
(1 John 2:1). His defense does not fail. 

f. If a Christian loses salvation, then the Holy Spirit fails in His sealing 
ministry.  

…who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a 
pledge [2 Cor 1:22]. 
In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our 
inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own 
possession, to the praise of His glory [Eph 1:13-14]. 
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed 
for the day of redemption [Eph 4:30]. 

Several times Paul teaches that the Holy Spirit seals a believer (2 Cor 
1:22; Eph 1:13-14; 4:30). In ancient times a seal with its impressed mark 
signified ownership and authority. The king’s seal on a document meant 
authority. A seal on an object, such as an oil jar or wine flask, signified 
ownership. There is also the idea of approval or endorsement (John 
3:33). Even today one can hear of a “seal of approval.” Finally, sealing 
spoke of protection. The Lord’s tomb was sealed to be protected (Matt 
27:66). A document would be sealed to be protected. The breaking of a 
seal might subject a document such as a will or title deed to alteration. 
Therefore, only a person with authority could break a legal seal (Rev 5:9). 
The sealing of the Spirit refers to God’s ownership, approval, and 
protection of a believer. Are there limits to this protection? Eph 4:30 
teaches that believers are sealed for the day of redemption, i.e., until the 
redemption of our bodies when we obtain glory and full inheritance. The 
Holy Spirit throughout this earthly life seals believers. The duration of 
the Spirit’s protection or time-span of His ownership extends all the way 
to glorification. If a Christian can lose salvation, then the seal of the Holy 
Spirit could be broken off long before the day of redemption. If a 
Christian can lose salvation, then Eph 4:30 would be an error. 
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Both 2 Cor 1:22 and Eph 1:13-14 mention the Holy Spirit as a pledge in 
the same sentence that refers to His sealing work. (See also 2 Cor 5:5.) 
The Holy Spirit is said to be the earnest, or pledge, of our full 
inheritance. The King James word earnest is somewhat archaic. The 
phrase “down payment” communicates better. The underlying Greek 
word means “engagement ring” in modern Greek. The Holy Spirit is like a 
down payment or engagement ring. He is the pledge, promise or 
guarantee of greater blessings to come. Another term that expresses the 
same truth is first-fruits (Rom 8:23). The Holy Spirit is the guarantee and     
beginning of greater blessing in the future. His role of sealing until the 
day of redemption means that the Holy Spirit is a secure and certain 
pledge that future blessing will be obtained. Yet, if a Christian loses    
salvation, then the Holy Spirit was not the first-fruits of a future 
blessing, and He was not the down-payment or pledge of a greater 
inheritance. If the Holy Spirit does indeed seal for the day of redemption 
and if He is the pledge of a greater inheritance, then eternal security 
follows. 

g. If a Christian can lose his salvation, it makes the promises of the Bible 
untrue. 
The Bible teaches that a believer will not suffer condemnation and is not 
subject to God’s eternal wrath. Yet, if a Christian loses salvation, then he 
is subject to condemnation and God’s eternal wrath. 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him 
who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, 
but has passed out of death into life” [John 5:24]. 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus [Rom 8:1]. 
Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall 
be saved from the wrath of God through Him. [Rom 5:9]. 
For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ [1 Thes 5:9]. 

If a believer’s ultimate salvation is a variable, then John 5:24 ought to 
read, “He who hears My word and believes Him who sent Me might have 
eternal life and probably will not come into condemnation but likely has 
passed out of death into life.” Rom 8:1 ought to say, “There will probably 
not be condemnation to those who are in Christ.” 
Heb 13:5 says, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” If a believer could 
lose salvation, then Christ would leave him. Heb 13:5 promises that He 
will never leave. (The Greek phrase has five negatives.) 
John 6:37 says “…the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” 
(double negative in the Greek for emphasis). Those who teach that a    
believer can lose salvation should consider what is really being promised 
here. Indeed, the phrase has eternal life is common (e.g., John 6:47). If a 
person has a life that can end, that life, by definition, was never eternal 
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in the first place. Christ teaches that the one who believes already     
possesses eternal life. By definition this means his life will not end. 
Rom 8:38-39 says that nothing can separate the believer from the love of 
Christ. If a Christian can lose salvation, then something must cause  
separation. Likewise, in John 10:28 Christ promises, “They shall never 
perish” (double negative again). If a believer loses salvation and perishes, 
then this promise is also wrong. A believer who loses salvation would 
never have possessed eternal life. He would come into judgment and be 
subject to God’s eternal wrath. God would forsake the ex-child of God, 
the ex-child would be cast out, be separated from God’s love, and would 
perish. The Bible will not allow these possibilities. 

h.  If a Christian can lose salvation, then God has failed in His intention to 
keep us. 

…to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled 
and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are 
protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time [1 Pet 1:4-5]. 
Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make 
you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy 
[Jude v. 24].  

If a Christian can lose salvation, then heaven is not reserved, nor are all 
believers protected, by God’s power. If a Christian can lose salvation, 
then God does not keep him from stumbling or bring him into glory. Yet, 
these two passages present a sovereign God whose intention is to protect 
and preserve believers in the faith and from falling. 

i. If a Christian can lose salvation, the Bible is confusing for it does not 
specify any causes which remove salvation. 
There is no teaching in the Bible that lists the kind of sin that removes 
salvation or that tells what degree of sin exposes one to a risk of loss of 
salvation. Unless eternal security is true, it would be inconceivable that 
God would delete all instruction about forfeiture of salvation. He would 
want His people to be warned of specific perils. Yet, there are no      
warnings. Instead 1 Cor 3:15 indicates that all believers, even those who 
are lacking in good works will be saved at the Judgment Seat of Christ: 

If any man’s work is burned up, he shall suffer loss, but he himself 
shall be saved…[1 Cor 3:15]. 

2. Viewing the Subject from a Positive Standpoint, Eternal Security is 
True To this point we have viewed the subject of eternal security negatively, 
looking at the absurdities and inconsistencies that would be true if salvation 
could be lost. Perhaps it is best to review the same truths phrased from       
a positive standpoint. In this context, then, eternal security is true for the   
following nine reasons: 
a. Christ's righteousness (not our own righteousness) saves; one cannot 

lose salvation. 
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Justification by faith means that Christ’s righteousness saves a believer. 
Since He will never lose His righteousness, a believer can never lose his 
justification. 

b. Election and predestination prove eternal security. 
The Bible’s teaching on election and predestination prove eternal 
security. Those whom God has justified are as good as already glorified. 

c. Salvation is not given or maintained by works. 
Salvation is not initially given because of good works, nor do good works 
maintain it. 

d. Christ’s atonement is perfect and complete. 
Christ’s atonement is perfect and complete. He has paid for all sin. There 
is no sin that remains for which a believer could ever suffer. 

e. Christ as advocate guarantees security. 
Christ’s ministries as intercessor and advocate guarantee security.  

f. The Holy Spirit’s seal cannot be broken. 
The Holy Spirit has sealed believers until the day of redemption. This 
seal cannot be broken. He is also our pledge and guarantee of a future 
inheritance. 

g. Many promises guarantee security. 
There are many promises that guarantee eternal life without 
condemnation. Eternal life by the definition of “eternal” cannot end. 

h. God is able to keep us from falling. 
God says He is able to keep us from falling and that we are kept by His 
power. 

i. There are no Scriptural grounds for losing salvation. 
The Bible never gives any grounds for losing salvation. Even believers 
with unproductive lives and few good works still obtain salvation at the 
Judgment Seat of Christ. 

 


